Methods for internal quality control in the mycobacteriology laboratory.
A proposal is given for internal quality control in the mycobacteriology laboratory by continuously monitoring the yields of positive results in microscopy and culture as well as the contamination rates of the culture media. The figures thus obtained can be processed as is customary done in clinical chemistry in order not only to detect deviations, but also to discern whether they are due to chance or whether they indicate a change in the quality of performance. Some examples are given to illustrate the possibilities offered by this control system.